[The influence of training on the accuracy of roentgenographic cephalometric tracings (author's transl)].
The accuracy in landmark identification and in the determination of angular and linear measurements used in cephalometric analysis on lateral head film were statistically evaluated comparing operators with different levels of competence. The observed magnitude of methodological error was depending on - prior experience of the investigator - individual radiographic anatomical knowledge - rigour of landmark definition and - accuracy of the tracing procedure. Considering these sources of error some of the variability in the present investigation might be avoided by systematic instructions. In order to decrease the variation in landmark location the reproducibility of some points must be further improved by redefining them in their verbal assessments. From an educational point of view the correlation between individual radiographic anatomical knowledge and the magnitude of error in cephalometric analysis should be considered with particular emphasis.